
2025 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Celebrating Graduates

McComb Fieldhouse
Saturday, May 3   •   10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.



Dear graduates, families
and friends,
Welcome to the Spring 2025 Commencement at 
Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro. Today, we 
gather to celebrate a truly remarkable milestone for each 
of you.

Graduates, this is your moment. Through hard work, 
resilience and an unyielding commitment to your goals, 
you’ve not only conquered academic challenges but 
also paved the way for a future filled with promise and 
possibility. We honor your journey and the countless 
hours of effort that brought you here.

As you prepare to cross this stage, know that you’re 
stepping into a proud legacy. You now join a network of 
over 200,000 PennWest alumni — trailblazers, innovators, 
and leaders making a difference around the globe.
Together, you represent the spirit of perseverance and 
the boundless potential of this community.

Your time at PennWest has not only prepared you 
for success in your chosen fields but also for making 
meaningful contributions to the world around you.
Wherever life takes you next, know that you carry the 
power of this university and its values with you.

Congratulations, Class of 2025! We are incredibly proud 
of you. As Fighting Scots now and forever, this will 
always be your home.

Sincerely,

Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
President 
Pennsylvania Western University
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Pennsylvania Western University
Mission

Through innovation, academic excellence, and empowering environments, 
Pennsylvania Western University provides accessible education that cultivates
career-ready, life-long learners and leaders, who enrich and engage each other,

their communities, the region, and beyond.

Vision
Pennsylvania Western University empowers students to achieve meaningful goals 

through a broad array of nationally accredited undergraduate and graduate programs, 
career-focused learning, and support systems to foster lifelong success.



Dr. Jon Anderson began his tenure as the second 
president of Pennsylvania Western University 
(PennWest) on July 1, 2024, ushering in an exciting 

era of growth and innovation. A collaborative and forward-
thinking academic leader, Dr. Anderson brings extensive 
experience in multi-campus leadership, with a strong 
focus on student success, budget optimization, enrollment 
strategies, and a shared institutional culture.

Prior to joining PennWest, Dr. Anderson served as provost 
and vice president for Academic Affairs for Southern 
Utah University and prior to that Middle Georgia State 
University. He spent more than a decade at the University 
of West Georgia as a member of the business faculty and in 
administrative positions including deputy provost, associate 
vice president, associate dean, accreditation liaison, and 
MBA director. In these roles, he has consistently taught 
undergraduate and graduate business courses and held 
faculty rank in business schools for two decades.

PennWest offers a diverse range of undergraduate and 
graduate programs across fields such as business, 
education, healthcare and the arts. With campuses in 
California, Clarion, and Edinboro— each with its own 
distinct history and traditions — the university also 
provides robust online learning opportunities through 
PennWest Global Online.

On December 6, 2024, Dr. Anderson was officially 
inaugurated as PennWest’s second president, marking a 

new chapter in the university’s legacy of transformation 
and excellence. Dr. Anderson is focused on several key 
initiatives. These include advancing the university’s 
strategic plan, successfully completing the Middle States 
Accreditation Review, and increasing enrollment.

As PennWest is a community-based institution of higher 
education, Dr. Anderson ensures that leadership teams 
and efforts are focused on enhancing and elevating 
western Pennsylvania through effective delivery of quality 
academic programs at each of PennWest’s face-to-face 
campuses and online. One key to this success is the 
relationships between the institution, high schools and 
industry partnerships.

Dr. Anderson holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration 
from the University of Kentucky, a master’s degree in 
Business Education from the University of West Georgia, 
a Bachelor of Science in Sociology from Utah State 
University, and an associate degree from Ricks College. In 
recognition of his leadership and impact, he was named 
one of Pennsylvania’s most influential leaders in City & 
State’s 2024 PA Fifty Over 50.

Dr. Anderson resides in Clarion with his wife, Kristy, 
and their son Bryce, while also spending time on the 
California and Edinboro campuses. He and Kristy are 
proud parents of seven children and grandparents to seven 
granddaughters (with one more on the way).

JON ANDERSON, PH.D.
President, Pennsylvania Western University
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 PROCESSIONAL* Karim Hossain, Ph.D.
 Pennsylvania Western University — Professor, Department of Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics
 Edinboro Pipes and Drums Bearer of the Mace
 Directed by Palmer Shonk  

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Army ROTC

 “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers
 Francis Scott Key Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.
 Arranged by Peter van den Honert                     

 CONVOCATION / INTRODUCTION Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D.
 OF THE PLATFORM PARTY Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

 GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
  President, Pennsylvania Western University

 REMARKS TO THE GRADUATES 
 Trustee Greeting Mark Bellini, (Edinboro 1979) 
  Pennsylvania Western University Council of Trustees

 Student Speaker Garrett Hannah 
  Student Government President

 “NORTH” Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers                        
 By Ryan O’Neal  Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Craig Coleman, M.A.
  Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences and Human Services
  Brian Zimmerman, Ph.D.
  Interim Associate Dean, College of Science, Technology and Business

 CONFERRING OF DEGREES Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

 ALUMNI GREETING James Alexander (Edinboro 1973) 
  Board Member, Edinboro Alumni Association

 SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D. 

 ALMA MATER* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers
 Music and lyrics by Dr. Paul Martin Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.
 Transcribed by Mia Harvey

 RECESSIONAL* Karim Hossain, Ph.D.
 Pennsylvania Western University –
 Edinboro Pipes and Drums
 Directed by Palmer Shonk 

*Audience Stands

2025 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Saturday, May 3    •   10 a.m.
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 PROCESSIONAL* Karim Hossain, Ph.D.
 Pennsylvania Western University — Professor, Department of Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics
 Edinboro Pipes and Drums Bearer of the Mace
 Directed by Palmer Shonk  

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Army ROTC

 “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers
 Francis Scott Key Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.
 Arranged by Peter van den Honert                     

 CONVOCATION / INTRODUCTION Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D.
 OF THE PLATFORM PARTY Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

 GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
  President, Pennsylvania Western University

 REMARKS TO THE GRADUATES 
 Trustee Greeting Danny Jones, (Edinboro 2013) 
  Pennsylvania Western University Council of Trustees

 Student Speakers Chloe J. McMullen
  Bachelor of Science in Education, Middle Level
  Sonia R. Yost
  Bachelor of Arts in English, Student Trustee

 “NORTH” Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers                        
 By Ryan O’Neal  Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Craig Coleman, M.A.
  Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences and Human Services
  Brian Zimmerman, Ph.D.
  Interim Associate Dean, College of Science, Technology and Business

 CONFERRING OF DEGREES Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

 ALUMNI GREETING James Alexander (Edinboro 1973) 
  Board Member, Edinboro Alumni Association

 SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D. 

 ALMA MATER* Pennsylvania Western University – Edinboro Singers
 Music and lyrics by Dr. Paul Martin Directed by Cody Mott, M.M.
 Transcribed by Mia Harvey

 RECESSIONAL* Karim Hossain, Ph.D.
 Pennsylvania Western University –
 Edinboro Pipes and Drums
 Directed by Palmer Shonk 

*Audience Stands

2025 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Saturday, May 3    •   2:30 p.m.



8 2025 SPRING COMMENCEMENT

THE CEREMONIAL MACE
The ceremonial mace, a symbol of presidential authority, is carried at the head of the academic 

procession by the Mace Bearer. A gift of the Alumni Association, the mace was designed and 

executed by Professor Henry Katzwinkel and Dr. Seymour Blinderman, former chairman of the 

Art Department. It was first used at the inauguration of Edinboro State College by 

President Chester T. McNerney, in 1967.

The mace, 27 inches in length, is topped by a sterling silver sphere studded with circular cabochon 

rubies, secured by bezels. The collar of the mace is inlaid with ebony, alternated with silver relief 

fleur-de-lis design elements. Cultured pearls mounted in cups encircle the bottom of the collar. 

The shaft of the mace is composed of Brazilian rosewood sections, separated by sterling silver 

rings. The mace is terminated by a cast sterling silver finial; the five cultured pearls represent 

the existing curricula. The rib-like cone form is terminated by a small silver sphere symbolizing 

the world.

The metalworking processes incorporated in the ceremonial mace include turning, forging, 

inlaying, stone setting and lost wax centrifugal casting.

PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION
Medallions, or chains of office, have served for centuries to commemorate special events 

or to recognize meritorious service or conduct. Chains of office are worn by a university 

president on ceremonial occasions as part of the regalia. The chains can be made of 

bronze, sterling silver or gold plate, and are usually anchored by a large medallion.

The University Seal forms the centerpiece medallion of the ceremonial chain that is 

worn by the president of Pennsylvania Western University.

The medallion pictured here was graciously given to University President 

Jonathan R. Anderson by the Foundation for California University of 

Pennsylvania, Clarion University Foundation, Inc., and Edinboro University 

Foundation at President Anderson’s inauguration on December 6, 2024.
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FACULTY MARSHALS
Kiarash Aramesh

Biology, Earth
and Environmental Sciences

Caroline Campbell
English, Philosophy

and Modern Languages

Patricia Claster
Social Work, Sociology
and Human Services

Kevin Courtright
Criminal Justice, History and Politics

Amy Eperthener
Student Services

Jessica Hippely
Social Work, Sociology
and Human Services

Kate Krival
Communication Sciences

and Disorders

Karabo Legwaila
Visual Arts

Monty McAdoo
Library Services

Mary Jo Melvin
Education

Lucille Morrison
Nursing

Anne Quinn
Chemistry, Mathematics

and Physics

David Tucker
Computing and

Engineering Technology

Rebecca Wehler 
Exercise, Health and Sport Sciences

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
The academic attire worn at university ceremonies today in the United States dates back in its essential features 
to the Middle Ages. The oldest universities of northern Europe, such as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church 
schools. Students and faculty wore clerical garb, largely borrowed from the monastic dress of their day. 

The head-covering of the academic costume developed out of the skull cap worn by the clergy in cold weather. 
In the universities, this skull cap acquired a point on top that gradually evolved into a tassel. In this country, it 
has been replaced by the familiar mortarboard, which still retains the medieval tassel. 

The hood originally was worn over the head and otherwise dropped onto the shoulders, like a cowl. Today, each 
college has its distinctive colored hood-lining by which its graduates may be recognized.

GOWNS
Although the gown is more frequently black, certain universities have authorized the use of colored gowns. 
The bachelor’s and master’s gowns are fashioned from black serge. The yoke for the bachelor’s gown is 
designed to be worn closed and features long, flowing and pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is designed 
to be worn open or closed. Its sleeves are very long with square ends, and the front part has an arc cut away. 
The arms protrude through a slit at the elbow. The gown for the doctorate has bell-shaped sleeves, with velvet 
facing down the front and on three bars across the sleeves. The facing and crossbars of velvet may be of the 
color distinctive of the field to which the degree pertains.

HOODS
The hood is usually worn only for the master’s and the doctorate. The doctor’s hood is longer than the master’s 
hood and has distinguishing panels. The college or university granting the degree is indicated by the color of 
the hood lining. The velvet trim of the hood indicates the field in which the degree was granted; those colors 
are listed on the next page.

CAPS
The standard cap is the mortarboard, usually the color of the gown. The tassel is black for the baccalaureate and 
master’s degree and is worn over the left front quarter of the cap. The doctoral cap is indicated by a tassel of gold 
thread. Undergraduates wear the tassel on the right side of the cap until the moment the degree is conferred.
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COLORS DISTINCTIVE OF THE
DISCIPLINES AND PROFESSIONS

Only a single degree from a single institution should ever be indicated by a single garment. For all academic purposes, including trimmings of 

doctors’ gowns, edgings of hoods, and tassels of caps, the colors associated with the different subjects are as follows: 

Agriculture – Maize
Architecture/Planning – Blue

Arts, Letters, and Humanities – White
Business – Drab

Criminal Justice – Midnight Blue
Chiropractic – Silver

Dentistry – Lilac
Economics – Copper

Education – Light Blue
Engineering – Orange

Fine Arts – Brown
Foreign Affairs – Aquamarine

Forestry – Russet
Journalism – Crimson

Law – Purple
Library Science – Lemon

Medicine – Green
Music – Pink

Nursing – Apricot
Oratory – Silver Gray

Pharmacy – Olive Green

Philosophy – Dark Blue
Physical Education – Sage Green

Psychology – Antique Gold
Public Administration – Peacock Blue

Public Health – Salmon Pink
Science – Golden Yellow 

Social Work/Social Science – Citron
Theology – Scarlet

Veterans – Red, White and Blue 
Veterinary Science – Gray

HONORS DESIGNATIONS
Summa Cum Laude – Gold Stoles
Magna Cum Laude – White Stoles

Cum Laude – Red Stoles
Associate Degree with Distinction – White Cords

Pennsylvania Western University Honors Program – Gold Medallions

PHILANTHROPY RECOGNITION
Pennsylvania Western University Advancement recognizes students who demonstrate their generosity and commitment 
to their alma mater as they transition from student to engaged alumni. To earn this green cord, students must 
participate in their first alumni event by contributing to the Edinboro Go Green Campaign. The cord symbolizes the 
important role that our alumni serve in strengthening the university.

PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
Julian Paul Amodeo

Katie Ann Baker
Joseph Theodore Banner

Jessie Mae Beatty
Mykayla Paige Cole

Alex H. Covelens
Gemma Marie Desanzo

Crista Lynn Herbert

Reagan Margaret Lilley
Chloe Jaye McMullen

Anne Christine Meszaros
Mackenzie Kay Mueller

Jozlyne Renae Pape
Laci Cherise Perrache

Nicole Faith Segal
Paige Victoria Sharpe

Lindsay G. Sines
Mara Ann Stevenson

Kaylyn Marie Thurber
Vanessa Marie Torres

Avery Vandyke
Chantel Renee Wilcox
Morgan Mae Wissner

Sonia Rosalba Yost
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HONORS
The following degree candidates have earned at least 30 credits as undergraduate students of Pennsylvania Western University and have attained 

the following cumulative grade-point averages: summa cum laude, 3.8 to 4.0; magna cum laude, 3.6 to 3.79; and cum laude, 3.4 to 3.59. Associate 

degree candidates graduating With Distinction have earned at least 15 credits as undergraduate students of Pennsylvania Western University and 

have attained a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 3.4.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Sarah M. Amann

Julian Paul Amodeo
Jessica Grace Ashworth
Stephanie Nicole Bahny
Joseph Theodore Banner

Sarah May Barbour
Dana Lee Battershell

Jessie Mae Beatty
Ashley Marie Buterbaugh

Stephanie Dawn Card
Zachary Ryan Cavanagh

Cora Charlton
Jared Clemetson
Alex H. Covelens

Madison Ann Soo Cowie
Heather Renee Demico

Sophia R. Depew
Gabriella Elizabeth DeSanto

Gemma Marie Desanzo
Lauren Elizabeth Dietrich

Mira Avery Dixon
Madison Teresa DuMontier

Preston Edmands
Clifford Allen Fuller Jr.
Abigail Marie Greene

Bonnie K. Hill-Denardo
Rainey Elaine Hodak

Benjamin Hill Kalmey
Kaitlyn Alisha Kinney

Ainsley Jacob Steven Kissell
Emily Paige Kozlowski

Chloe Lynn Leech
Natalie Margaret Lenze

Delaney K. Maitland
Avery Taylor Marshall
Chloe Jaye McMullen

Luke John Merkel
Anne Christine Meszaros

Olivia Ann Mumford
Tara Lindsay Murphy

Neisha Neal
Sophia Emma Anette Öjhammar

Jozlyne Renae Pape
Trevor Daniel Robinson

Taylor Brietta Schneider
Chloe Rose Schultz
Nicole Faith Segal

Madison Rae Shanahan
Patrick Brian Sharpe Jr.

Megan Elyse Smith
Mara Ann Stevenson

Timothy James Suydan Jr.
Kaylyn Marie Thurber
Vanessa Marie Torres

Hunter Colt Turba
Lauren Gale Turik

Christopher George Uhl
Avery Vandyke

Alexa Claire Weaver
Ashley Irene Wenzel
Morgan Mae Wissner

Lauren Elizabeth Wright
Ashley Wurster

Sonia Rosalba Yost
Gwenyth Morgan Zeis-Miller

Jayne Emily Zurynski

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Angelina Marie Anderson

Katie Ann Baker
Emily Christine Barca
Amanda Rae Bentley

Nicholas Brian Bonvissuto
Brett Edward Borland

Layla Marie Botts
Kamrey Rynea Boyer

Jonah Stephen Brewster
Mahala Jane Brown

Alexandria Dawn Bryan

Cassidy R. Carthew
Elizabeth Grace Clark

Mykayla Paige Cole
Rebecca Marie Darling

Rachel Ann Dugan
Ashley Renee Dugas

Reece Audrey Enochs
Vivien Celine Gambill

Kaylee Ann George
Zachary Gideon

Thea Juliet Hennessy

Crista Lynn Herbert
Marissa Michele Hodges

Alaina Bailey Hook
Victoria Lee Keller

Renae Lynne Lavely
Nora Elizabeth Logue

Brooke Elizabeth Lovell
Mackenzie Armentia Mattison

Michael Joseph McElhinny
Liam Donald Pearce

Laci Cherise Perrache
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Tessa Nicole Pirker
Dani Jai Pizzoferrato

Bailee Alexis Plowman
Hannah Mae Raleigh

Dalton James Randolph
Samia Marie Reed

Allyson Lisette Reiner
Bridgette Nicole Russell

Lahari Sajja
Dalton J. Sevier

Paige Victoria Sharpe
Lindsay G. Sines

Azannah Monae Singletary
Kasey Madison Smith

Celia Marie Stein
Madison Swanson

Kate Elizabeth Szep
Chirani Ayathma Thammita-Lennon

Jacey Welcheck
Zackary Loren Wickham

Robert Yost
Caleigh J. Zollinger

Jade Elizabeth Zuchowski

CUM LAUDE
Ashton Anna Andrews
Alyssa Marie Bastow
Mackenzie A. Benton

Chloe Christine Bierley
Spencer William Boesch

David Ryan Bollinger
Hanna Marie Brenneman

Kara Mae Brosius
Marlena G. Ciecierski
Georgia Jayne Cingle

Aaron Blake Collins II
Rafaella Marques de Almeida

Jessica Marie Decker
Nathan Robert DiGello

Michael Joseph-King Dunn
Autumn Michelle Edgar

Sophia J. Elder
Kelly Jean Everton

Dawson Fiesler
Aaron Philip Frederick

Francesco Andrea Giannone
Kayli Elizabeth Giardini

Austin Peter Gomolekoff
Abbigayle Layne Gomora

John Robert Grasinger
Kevin William Hancovsky

Madison Lee Hannah
William Joseph Heaven

Olivia Jane Hodapp
Megan Lynn Huster

Colby Jester
Janna Tanelle Klinedinst

Mackenzie Lynn Knopsnider
Sarah Lamary

Rebecca Ann Lewis
Reagan Margaret Lilley

Colton Thomas LoCicero
Kennedy Grace Loveland

Madison Lee Lucas
Gabrielle L. Lumadue

Aaron Ly
Rebecca Noelle Mann
Sean Patrick Marsden

Mallory Elizabeth McKimm

Ryan Anthony Michaels
Maria Faye Mooney

Dylan Matthew North
Joelle Leonie Paul

Madelyn Cecelia Quinn
Bayley James Ranck

Amanda Lynne Richter
MacKenna Elizabeth Ross

Charlotte A. Russell
Andrea Russo

Leanna Renee Salopek
Angelina Victoria Simons

Nathan Miles Smith
Annalise Smith

Alecia Davan Sornberger
Shane Scott Steffy

Alura Marie Stehley
Aiden Tighe

Violet Karen Vance
Bradie Lynae Whitehair
Chantel Renee Wilcox

Emily Kay Wright

ASSOCIATE DEGREES WITH DISTINCTION
Rachael Lynn Floravit
Emily Mikaela Mack

Cecilia Sheehan
Lynnette Turner

Karissa Marie Zelman
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GRADUATE DEGREES
EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

Caitlynn Joe’l Bohach
Marisa Dee Cleer
Molly Kay Gavin

Rebecca Lynne Martinazzi
Evelynn Leanne Maze
Ashley Marie Norberg
Regina Marie Ploplis

MASTER OF ARTS
Lyndsay Aaron

Melissa Lynne Bailey
Shakira Tavonne Blue

Juan Luis Bottia
Abbigayle Paulina Day

Victoria Estelle DePalma
Viviana Diaz Perez

Jacey Eikenbary
Julianna F. Hackett

Stephen Jefferey Kelly
Alison Kelly Kocher

Meghan Marie McDonald
Katarzyna Luiza Mentch

Alexis Love Nader +
Brittany Megan Petersen
Janellie Yvette Pruneda

Hannah Ashlyn Register ^
Vanessa Garcia Silveyra
Marisa Monet Thomas

Paige Marie Weber
Christine Elizabeth Wilson +

MASTER OF ARTS TEACHING
Erin Elizabeth Bisbee

Michael Rimdzius

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Shea Raymond Berrier
Courtney Solida Hild

Kyle Light
Colton Jay Mallory +

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Samantha Baxter

Tabetha Leigh Benham
Mallory A. Callahan

Clay Robert Cunningham +
Madison Rider DiBello

Mackenzie Hope Gilson ^
Lexie Leigh Heagy

Emily Beth Hegedus
Morgan Joyce King +

Anne Rebekah Kowalski
Hallie Nicole Myers

Jacqueline Hoban Owens
Sandra Smith

Audrey Lou Thomas
Calan M. Vance

Gabrielle Elise Vollant

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Allison Raelynn Andre +

Lily Anna Atwell
Amy Marie Bacon

Jacob A. Baird
Lauren Brooke Bentle +

Timothy R. Ferry
Amy Catherine Frank +

Makenzie Goss +
Amber Nicole Hayward +

Shawn A. Held +
Brianna Nicole Holmes +

Gabriel Hulslander +
Rachael Irene Larson +
Ellen Louise LaFuria +

Madison Lesik

^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2024. + Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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Ellen Sue Lobdell
Nicole Shari McIntyre
Taylor Evelyn Ozimek
Aaron James Russell

Kylie Anne-Marie Seagroves +
Macy Elizabeth Sral

Lauren Ann Wayman
Abigail Ann Wescott

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN LIBRARY SCIENCE 
Gabrielle Nicole Lucas

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Michael Paul Coughlin
Desiree Nicole Hawkins
Mackenzie Lois Mustin
Melanie Jean Schroyer

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Taylor Marie Aiken

William Hank Amigh +
Tia Rae Archer +

Shelly Marie Artise
Bry Bryan

Joanna R. Cerini

Grace Marie Clark
Victoria Lynn Fisher

Gabe L. Genua
Cassidy Ann-Marie Gillay +

Emily Marie Grabigel
Hillary Ann Haines

Elizabeth L. Hall
Olivia Noel Hawthorne

Tashiana Ibberson
Jane Fay Kessler +

Rachel Nicole Killian
Rebecca Myszkiewicz +

Taylor Irene Neuzil
Brianna Rae Nielsen ~

Marina L. Owens
Teja Sahay Peltomaa
Blair Nichelle Pick +

Jade K. Rodgers
Erin Michelle Schrecengost

Anna Catherine Shoaf
Sara Ruth Stickley

Shaye Elizabeth Stine+
DaQuanda M. Thompson

Harria L. Waritay ^

~ Students who completed degree requirements during Fall 2024. ^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2024.
+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
BACHELOR OF ART EDUCATION

Nicholas Brian Bonvissuto
Alex H. Covelens

Autumn Michelle Edgar
Macy Nicole Enterline
Aaron Philip Frederick

Ainsley Jacob Steven Kissell
Emily Paige Kozlowski

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Jessica Grace Ashworth

Joseph Leonard Bachman
Amanda Rae Bentley

Derek James Black
Michael Montrice Bolden
Lucas John Breckenridge

Elizabeth Bright
Ahmad J. Brown

Emily Cevera
Rashod Crockett

Jessica Marie Decker
Xavier Ryan Edwards

Daniel Joseph Gierlak Jr.
Bonnie K. Hill-Denardo

Colby Jester
Jack Colton Kilner
Laura Rose King +

Michael Anthony Kozminski
Renae Lynne Lavely

Brooke Elizabeth Lovell
Darius C. Mack

Delaney K. Maitland
Sean Patrick Marsden

Samantha Matteo
Fineghan McDonald

Ryan Anthony Michaels
Sean Mitcho

Sophia Emma Anette Öjhammar #
Shane Christopher Patterson ^

Aubrea Halen Ranyak
Nicholas Casper Schaukowitsch

Moses M. Schmidt
Mara Ann Stevenson

Timothy James Suydan Jr.
Aidan James Taylor
Violet Karen Vance

Conner Combe Wallace
Sonia Rosalba Yost

BACHELOR OF DESIGN
Aaron Ly

Bailee Alexis Plowman
Madison Swanson ∞

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Natalie Marissa Armes +
Elan Christian Arreola
Emily Christine Barca

Isabella C. Beason
Jessie Mae Beatty

Spencer Marshall Benjamin
Mackenzie A. Benton

Erika Karina Bocchino
Spencer William Boesch

Nicholas Brian Bonvissuto
Brett Edward Borland

Brenden J. Boros
Xander Matthew Brzezinski
Connor Quinn Walker Cahill

Cassidy R. Carthew
Aaron Anthony Cianfarano

Sydney Marie Cicchini
Marlena G. Ciecierski

Mykayla Paige Cole
Lauren Dietrich

Juliana Grace Donis
Preston Edmands

Macy Nicole Enterline
Jacob Cole Feiock

Anthony Richard Ferraro
Jamie Fisher

Fiona Elaine Foran

# Students who completed degree requirements during Summer 2024.
^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2024.

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
∞ Students who will complete degree requirements during Fall 2025.
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Riley Jennings Francis
Zachary Gideon

Haley Jordan Giffin +
Abby Mae Goldstein
Abigail Marie Greene

Connor Joseph Hamby
Kevin William Hancovsky

Thea Juliet Hennessy
Elise Caroline Hilton
Cameron Red Howe
Megan Lynn Huster

Vincent Iezzi
Samantha Jo Kristine Januck

Colby Jester
Elizabeth Adelaide Joseph

Victoria Grace Karr +
Richie Grace Keim
Victoria Lee Keller

Joshua Kildoo
Ainsley Jacob Steven Kissell

Nathaniel H. Kobel
Kelly Catherine Kypta

Hannah Julia Linke
Nora Elizabeth Logue

Madison Anna Mackiw
Delaney K. Maitland

Rebecca Noelle Mann
Avery Taylor Marshall
Wynter Amber Martell

Amber Elizabeth McBean
Katherine Margaret Jean McKinley

Jasmyn Vanessa Murdie
Hope Nation

Dylan Matthew North
Rebekah Jade Ong
Noah Jacob Orosz

Jozlyne Renae Pape
Jaycia Monet Parrish

Cheyenne Marie Patterson
Liam Donald Pearce
Tessa Nicole Pirker

Hannah Mae Raleigh
Emilee Ann Ramfos

Bayley James Ranck
Aidan J. Rauscher

Cameron Redd
Nickolaus Andrew Rogers

Charlotte A. Russell
Andrea Russo ~

Lillie Scholl
Alissa Marie Slater
Celia Marie Stein

CJ Sterritt
Dori Monique Talifero

Aiden Tighe
Jimena Ashley Torrico

Alexa Claire Weaver
Brihauna Maliyah Wilson

Diana Zavala
Gwenyth Morgan Zeis-Miller

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Angelina Marie Anderson

Isabel Lin Bailey
Joseph Theodore Banner

Sarah May Barbour
Alan Gregory Barney
Alyssa Marie Bastow
Dana Lee Battershell

Chloe Christine Bierley
Vincent Emery Irving

Dawson J. Bodosky
David Ryan Bollinger

Layla Marie Botts
Courtney Bowen

Kamrey Rynea Boyer
Jonah Stephen Brewster

Mahala Jane Brown
Alexander Thomas Brown

Ryan Havern Burgos
Jakkob Shane Burkholder
Ashley Marie Buterbaugh

Sammuel Donovin Caceres
Brooke Madison Charlton

Bella Marie Cheberenchick
Jacey Lee Cihak

~ Students who completed degree requirements during Fall 2024. + Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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Jared Clemetson
Toby Allen Cline

Andrew Nicholas Conner
Madison Ann Soo Cowie

Sarah Faith Daley
Hannah Claire Davis

Rafaella Marques de Almeida
Lily Ann Deane

Jenelle Elizabeth Decker
Liliana Delgado

Grace Marie DeMarco
Heather Renee Demico

Sophia R. Depew
Gemma Marie Desanzo
Heather DeVies-Enders

Lauren Elizabeth Dietrich
Jocelyn R. Doriguzzi
Ashley Renee Dugas

Sophia J. Elder
Reece Audrey Enochs
Joshua William Ernst

Alexander James Evans
Kelly Jean Everton

Dawson Fiesler
Allison Mariah Fischer

Gabriel Paul Fisher
Gracelyn Heather Fitzsimmons

Gracelyn Marie Fought
Clifford Allen Fuller Jr. +

Justin E. Gable
Gage Joseph Galuska

Vivien Celine Gambill
Paige Genevieve Geason

Morgan Lynn Gentile
Francesco Andrea Giannone

Kayli Elizabeth Giardini
Rita Gonzalez - Cuevas Sr.

Mia Alexis Gora
John Robert Grasinger
Garrett Michael Hamm
Madison Lee Hannah

William Joseph Heaven
Crista Lynn Herbert

Rainey Elaine Hodak
Olivia Jane Hodapp
Alaina Bailey Hook
Téa Marie Italiani +

Virginia O’Neill Jeffrey
Kelis Marcel Joliet

Jayden Jacynda Joya
Benjamin Hill Kalmey
Ethan Joseph Kellogg
Hunter James Kessler
Kaitlyn Alisha Kinney

Janna Tanelle Klinedinst
Cora Elizabeth LaPlante
Mariah Nicole Leahew
Natalie Margaret Lenze

Ryan Joseph Lewis
Reagan Margaret Lilley

Colton Thomas LoCicero
Brooke Elizabeth Lovell

Madison Lee Lucas
Gabrielle L. Lumadue

Victoria L. Luzier
Reed Forrest Martin II
Emily McCall Mathews

Masayuki Matsuno
Mackenzie Armentia Mattison

Kinsey Marie McAfee +
Jared D. McRae

Luke John Merkel
Dylan Mitchell

Mackenzie Kay Mueller
Tara Lindsay Murphy

Neisha Neal
Megan Lynn O’Neil

Rocco Palombarini Jr.
Hannah Marie Parillo

Lincoln Philip Paternosh
Joelle Leonie Paul
Anthony A. Pepe

Dani Jai Pizzoferrato
Alexandra Michelle Pollock

Carly Lyn Pry
Kenny Hans Puckly

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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Trevor Daniel Robinson
Reese Isaiah Robinson

MacKenna Elizabeth Ross
Maria Clara Araujo Salomao

Leanna Renee Salopek
Moses M. Schmidt

Taylor Brietta Schneider
Nicole Faith Segal

Dalton J. Sevier
Owen Carter Simmerman

Lindsay G. Sines
Azannah Monae Singletary

Kasey Madison Smith
Megan Elyse Smith

Alecia Davan Sornberger
Alexis Soleta Spencer
Emma Rose Stefani
Shane Scott Steffy

Alura Marie Stehley
Torrance Elizabeth Swank
William Shawn Taylor Jr.

Chirani Ayathma Thammita-Lennon
Mackenzie N. Tucher
Alfredo Valero Garcia

Avery Vandyke
Claire Marie Vukela

Grace Kathryn Walsh
Anna Stacey Weimer

Jacey Welcheck
Justin Paul Wentzel

Bradie Lynae Whitehair +
Zackary Loren Wickham

Chantel Renee Wilcox
Djay Madden Williams

Fayte Adesta Wilson
Morgan Mae Wissner

Ashley Wurster
Louis Joseph Yagodich

Elijah David Yoder
Robert Yost

Caleigh J. Zollinger
Jade Elizabeth Zuchowski +

Avery Julia Zuk

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Zachary Ryan Cavanagh
Aaron Blake Collins II

Michael Joseph-King Dunn
Dustin Schmidt

Madison Rae Shanahan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Sarah M. Amann

Angelina Marie Anderson
Olivia Ann Angell

Stephanie Nicole Bahny
Hanna Marie Brenneman
Alexandria Dawn Bryan
Stephanie Dawn Card

Cora Charlton
Elizabeth Grace Clark

Natalia Y. Corrales
Rebecca Marie Darling

Madison Elizabeth Davis
Gabriella Elizabeth DeSanto

Mira Avery Dixon
Madison Teresa DuMontier

Amber Rae Fitzgerald
Mackenzie Lynn Knopsnider

Sarah Lamary
Rebecca Ann Lewis
Anna Jill Lindner

Michael Joseph McElhinny
Chloe Jaye McMullen

Anne Christine Meszaros
Aubreigh Ann Miller
Olivia Ann Mumford
Brooke Marie Perseo

Dalton James Randolph
Kyra Gabriele Riggs
Chloe Rose Schultz

Patrick Brian Sharpe Jr.
Julianna Lee States

Lillian Marie Stoops
Avery Vandyke

Maggie R. Watson
Emily Kay Wright

Jayne Emily Zurynski
+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation. However, the list of graduates included in the program is 
not intended to be used as an official indication of graduation. The official transcript, issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
sealed and signed by the proper authorities, is conclusive testimony to the possession of a degree.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Julian Paul Amodeo

Ashton Anna Andrews
Katie Ann Baker

Kara Mae Brosius
Georgia Jayne Cingle

Nathan Robert DiGello
Rachel Ann Dugan
Kaylee Ann George

Austin Peter Gomolekoff
Abbigayle Layne Gomora
Marissa Michele Hodges

Chloe Lynn Leech
Kennedy Grace Loveland

Mallory Elizabeth McKimm
Sally Paige Montgomery

Maria Faye Mooney
Laci Cherise Perrache

Madelyn Cecelia Quinn
Samia Marie Reed

Amanda Lynne Richter

Britney Renee Rounsville
Bridgette Nicole Russell

Lahari Sajja
Paige Victoria Sharpe

Angelina Victoria Simons
Nathan Miles Smith

Annalise Smith
Kate Elizabeth Szep

Kaylyn Marie Thurber
Vanessa Marie Torres

Hunter Colt Turba
Lauren Gale Turik

Christopher George Uhl
Ashley Irene Wenzel

Lauren Elizabeth Wright
Katherine Rose Ziegler

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Tina Jones

Allyson Lisette Reiner
Lily Kathryn Russell

ASSOCIATE DEGREES
ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE

Amy Rose Cheberenchick +

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Khamoni M. Moye

Andrew Jesse Slippy

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Rachael Lynn Floravit
Emily Mikaela Mack

Khiley Elizabeth Majersky
Jessica Lynn Messenger

Cecilia Sheehan
Lynnette Turner

Karissa Marie Zelman

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2025.
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PENNSYLVANIA’S STATE SYSTEM
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

CHANCELLOR
Christopher M. Fiorentino, Ph.D.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Cynthia D. Shapira, Ed.D., Board Chair

David M. Maser, Board Vice Chair

Samuel H. Smith, Board Vice Chair

Neil R. Weaver

Marian D. Moskowitz

Sen. Art Haywood

Robert W. Bogle 

Rep. Timothy Briggs

Quintin B. Bullock, D.D.S.

Richard Caruso, B.S.A.

Brandon Danz, Ph.D.

William (Bill) A. Gindlesperger

Abigail Hancox

Sec. Akbar Hossain, J.D.,
Designee for Gov. Josh Shapiro

Mark-handy Phanor

Stephen D’Ettorre
Designee for Gov. Josh Shapiro

Sen. Linda Schlegel Culver 

Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania

Ali Sina Sharifi

Carrie Rowe, Ed.D.,
Acting Secretary of Education

Lynette Kuhn,
Designee for Acting Secretary of Education

Robert Traynham, Ph.D.

PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
JD Dunbar (Clarion 1977, 1979), Council Chair

Larry Pickett (Clarion 1977), Council Vice Chair

Tyrique Whitson, Council Secretary,
California Student Trustee

Mark Bellini (Edinboro 1979) 

Timothy John, Clarion Student Trustee

Danny Jones (Edinboro 2013)

Patricia (Pat) Kennedy (Edinboro 1985)

Barbara Logue

Commissioner Larry Maggi (California 1979)

Barry Niccolai (California 1993) 

Donna Oberlander (Clarion 1991)

Kathy L. Pape (Edinboro 1975)

Neil R. Weaver (Clarion 2000) 

Mohamed Yamba

Sonia Yost, Edinboro Student Trustee

CHANCELLOR, EX-OFFICIO
Christopher M. Fiorentino, Ph.D.
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CABINET
James D. Fisher, J.D., Ph.D.

Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Teresa E. Smith, Ph.D.
Interim Vice President for

Finance and Administration , CFO

 Susanne Fenske, Ph.D.
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness

and Student Affairs

James Geiger, M.H.A.
  Vice President for Advancement

  Kelly Repinski, M.S., M.H.A.
  Vice President for Communications and Marketing

PROVOST’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
James D. Fisher, J.D., Ph.D.

Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Robert Mehalik, Ph.D. LPC, NCC
Associate Provost and Graduate Dean

Roger Wolbert, Ph.D.
Interim Associate Provost

Matthew Price, Ph.D.
Interim Associate Provost

Shayne Gervais, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President and University Registrar

Anthony McMullen, M.S.L.S.
University Library Director

Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

Jaqueline Knaust, Ph.D.
Interim Dean, College of Science, Technology and Business

Craig Coleman, M.A.
Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences

and Human Services



22 2025 SPRING COMMENCEMENT

ALMA MATER
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Pennsylvania Western University is committed to providing equal access to all individuals and prohibiting any form of discrimination and 
harassment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, gender 

identity and expression, pregnancy, genetic information, disability, status as a veteran, or any other characteristic prohibited under Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other pertinent 

state and federal laws and regulations. Direct inquiries to the Title IX Coordinator, 423 Becht Hall Clarion Campus 16214-1232; email asalsgiver@
pennwest.edu or phone 814-393-2109. Inquiries may also be directed to the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, Department of Education, 330 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20201.
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