
2026 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Celebrating Graduates

Tippin Gymnasium
Saturday, May 9    •   10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.



Dear graduates, families
and friends,
Welcome to the 2026 Spring Commencement at 
Pennsylvania Western University. Today, we gather to 
celebrate a truly remarkable milestone for each of you.

Graduates, this is your moment. Through hard work, 
resilience and an unyielding commitment to your goals, 
you’ve not only conquered academic challenges but 
also paved the way for a future filled with promise and 
possibility. We honor your journey and the countless 
hours of effort that brought you here.

As you prepare to cross this stage, know that you’re 
stepping into a proud legacy. You now join a network of 
over 207,000 PennWest alumni — trailblazers, innovators, 
and leaders making a difference around the globe.
Together, you represent the spirit of perseverance and 
the boundless potential of this community.

Your time at PennWest Clarion has not only prepared 
you for success in your chosen fields but also for making 
meaningful contributions to the world around you.
Wherever life takes you next, know that you carry the 
power of this university and its values with you.

Congratulations, Class of 2026! We are incredibly proud 
of you. As Golden Eagles now and forever, this will 
always be your home.

Sincerely,

Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
President 
Pennsylvania Western University
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Pennsylvania Western University
Mission

Through innovation, academic excellence, and empowering environments, 
Pennsylvania Western University provides accessible education that cultivates
career-ready, life-long learners and leaders, who enrich and engage each other,

their communities, the region, and beyond.

Vision
Pennsylvania Western University empowers students to achieve meaningful goals 

through a broad array of nationally accredited undergraduate and graduate programs, 
career-focused learning, and support systems to foster lifelong success.



Dr. Jon Anderson began his tenure as the second 
president of Pennsylvania Western University 
(PennWest) on July 1, 2024, ushering in an exciting 

era of growth and innovation. A collaborative and forward-
thinking academic leader, Dr. Anderson brings extensive 
experience in multi-campus leadership, with a strong 
focus on student success, budget optimization, enrollment 
strategies, and a shared institutional culture.

Prior to joining PennWest, Dr. Anderson served as provost 
and vice president for Academic Affairs for Southern 
Utah University and prior to that Middle Georgia State 
University. He spent more than a decade at the University 
of West Georgia as a member of the business faculty and 
in administrative positions including deputy provost, 
associate vice president, associate dean, accreditation 
liaison, and MBA director. In these roles, he has 
consistently taught undergraduate and graduate business 
courses and held faculty rank in business schools.

PennWest offers a diverse range of undergraduate and 
graduate programs across fields such as business, 
education, healthcare and the arts. With campuses in 
California, Clarion, and Edinboro — each with its own 
distinct history and traditions — the university also 
provides robust online learning opportunities through 
PennWest Global Online.

On December 6, 2024, Dr. Anderson was officially 
inaugurated as PennWest’s second president, marking a 
new chapter in the university’s legacy of transformation 
and excellence. Dr. Anderson is focused on several key 
initiatives. These include advancing the university’s 
strategic plan, successfully completing the Middle States 
Accreditation Review, and increasing enrollment.

As PennWest is a community-based institution of higher 
education, Dr. Anderson ensures that leadership teams and 
efforts are focused on enhancing and elevating western 
Pennsylvania through effective delivery of quality academic 
programs at each of PennWest’s face-to-face campuses and 
online. One key to this success is the relationships between 
the institution, high schools and industry partnerships.

Dr. Anderson holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration 
from the University of Kentucky, a master’s degree in 
Business Education from the University of West Georgia, a 
Bachelor of Science in Sociology from Utah State University, 
and an associate degree from Ricks College. In recognition 
of his leadership and impact, he was named one of 
Pennsylvania’s most influential leaders in City & State’s 2024 
PA Fifty Over 50.

Dr. Anderson resides in Clarion with his wife, Kristy, and 
their son Bryce, while also spending time on the California 
and Edinboro campuses. He and Kristy are proud parents of 
seven children and grandparents to eight granddaughters.

JON ANDERSON, PH.D.
President, Pennsylvania Western University
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2026 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Saturday, May 9   •   10 a.m.

	 PROCESSIONAL*	 Mary Pat McCarthy, D.Ed., CCC-SLP 
	  “Pomp and Circumstance,”	 Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders
	 March No. 1, Edward Elgar	 Bearer of the Mace
	 “Procession of the Nobles”		
	 Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov
	
	 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS*	 Slippery Rock Army ROTC

	 “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”*	 PennWest Clarion Choir
	 Francis Scott Key	 Directed by Rebecca Lopuh 

	 CONVOCATION / INTRODUCTION	 Susanne K. Fenske, Ph.D.
	 OF THE PLATFORM PARTY	 Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness and Student Affairs

	GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT	 Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
		  President, Pennsylvania Western University 

	 REMARKS TO THE GRADUATES
	 Board of Governors Greeting	 Neil R. Weaver (Clarion 2000)
  		  Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Board of Governors

	 Trustee Greeting	 JD Dunbar, (Clarion 1977, 1979)
  		  Council Chair, Pennsylvania Western University Council of Trustees

	 Student Speaker	 Karsten Kadylak
		  Associate of Science, Nursing

	 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES	 Joseph Croskey, Ph.D.
		  Associate Professor, Department of Student Services

		  Timothy Stevenson, D.Ed.
		  Associate Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

		  Juanice Vega, MBA
		  Associate Dean, Eberly College of Science Technology and Business

		  Paul Woodburne, Ph.D.
		  Professor, Department of Business, Economics and Communication

	 CONFERRING OF DEGREES	 Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

	 ALUMNI GREETING	 Samantha Thauvette (Clarion 2009)
		  President, Clarion Alumni Association	

	 SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	 Susanne K. Fenske, Ph.D.

	 ALMA MATER*	 PennWest Clarion Choir
		  Directed by Rebecca Lopuh 

	 “RETIREMENT OF THE COLORS”	 Slippery Rock Army ROTC

	        RECESSIONAL*	 Mary Pat McCarthy, D.Ed., CCC-SLP
	 “Crown Imperial”
	 William Walton

*Audience Stands
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2026 Spring Commencement
PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Saturday, May 9   •   2:30 p.m.

	 PROCESSIONAL*	 Jamie Phillips, Ph.D.				  
	 “Pomp and Circumstance,”	 Department of English, Philosophy and Modern Languages
	 March No. 1, Edward Elgar	 Bearer of the Mace
	
	 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS*	 Slippery Rock Army ROTC

	 “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”*	 PennWest Clarion Choir
	 Francis Scott Key	 Directed by Rebecca Lopuh 

	 CONVOCATION / INTRODUCTION	 Susanne K. Fenske, Ph.D.
	 OF THE PLATFORM PARTY	 Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness and Student Affairs

	GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT	 Jon Anderson, Ph.D.
		  President, Pennsylvania Western University

	 REMARKS TO THE GRADUATES 		
	 Board of Governors Greeting	 Neil R. Weaver (Clarion 2000)
  		  Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Board of Governors

	 Trustee Greeting	 Timothy John
		  Clarion Student Trustee, Pennsylvania Western University
		  Council of Trustees

	 Student Speaker	 Caleigh Aigler
		  Bachelor of Science, Business Administration in Economics

	 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES	 Nripendra Singh, Ph.D.
		  Professor, Department of  Business, Economics and Communication

		  Timothy Stevenson, D.Ed.
		  Associate Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

		  Juanice Vega, MBA
		  Associate Dean, Eberly College of Science Technology and Business

		  Paul Woodburne, Ph.D.
		  Professor, Department of Business, Economics and Communication

                CONFERRING OF DEGREES		 Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

	 ALUMNI GREETING	 Samantha Thauvette (Clarion 2009)
		  President, Clarion Alumni Association	

	 SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	 Susanne K. Fenske, Ph.D.

	 ALMA MATER*	 PennWest Clarion Choir
		  Directed by Rebecca Lopuh 

	 “RETIREMENT OF THE COLORS”	 Slippery Rock Army ROTC 

                                      	 RECESSIONAL*	 Jamie Phillips, Ph.D.
	 “Crown Imperial”
	 William Walton
*Audience Stands
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THE CEREMONIAL MACE
PennWest Clarion’s current mace, introduced in 1997, was designed and created by 

Ms. Kaersten Colvin-Woodruff, associate professor of art. 

The shaft of the mace was crafted by university maintenance staff member Terry Byerly, 

while the production of ceramic molds for its head and its casting were done by 

Franklin Bronze of Franklin, Pa. The position of mace bearer is one of honor given to a 

senior member of the faculty.

Fashioned after Byzantine architecture, a style represented in some of the earliest 

institutions of learning, the head structure of the mace consists of three cupped 

units, each one raised slightly above the other. Each unit is made from a highly 

polished yellow brass alloy and is molded from various thin, randomly positioned 

brass leaves.

The individual brass leaves, which replicate leaves gathered on campus, symbolize 

the intellectual and cultural diversity of the university community, as well as the 

physical beauty of its campuses. The university’s seal is embedded in the upper 

cupped unit.

The shaft of the mace is made of black cherry hardwood, which is native to 

western Pennsylvania. It, too, is finished with a brass ornament, creating a 

chromatically balanced piece. 

The university mace is permanently displayed in Carlson Library.

PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION
Medallions, or chains of office, have served for centuries to commemorate special events 

or to recognize meritorious service or conduct. Chains of office are worn by a university 

president on ceremonial occasions as part of the regalia. The chains can be made of 

bronze, sterling silver or gold plate, and are usually anchored by a large medallion.

The University Seal forms the centerpiece medallion of the ceremonial chain that is 

worn by the president of Pennsylvania Western University.

The medallion pictured here was graciously given to University President 

Jonathan R. Anderson by the Foundation for California University of 

Pennsylvania, Clarion University Foundation, Inc., and Edinboro University 

Foundation at President Anderson’s inauguration on December 6, 2024.
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE
The academic regalia worn at university ceremonies in the United States today preserves its essential 

features from the Middle Ages. The oldest universities of northern Europe, including Paris and Oxford, 

emerged from cathedral and monastic schools. Consequently, both students and faculty adopted clerical 

dress, which was largely derived from the monastic habits of the period.

The distinctive head covering of academic regalia originated in the simple skullcap worn by the 

clergy for warmth in cold weather. In the university setting, this cap developed a pointed crown that 

gradually evolved into a tassel. In the United States, the skullcap has been replaced by the now-familiar 

mortarboard, which nevertheless preserves the medieval tassel as a symbolic remnant.

The academic hood likewise traces its lineage to medieval clerical attire. Originally designed to be pulled 

over the head for protection from the elements, it was then allowed to fall onto the shoulders, resembling 

a monk’s cowl. Today, the hood serves a primarily ceremonial function, with each institution featuring a 

distinctive colored lining that enables the ready identification of its graduates.

GOWNS
Although the gown is more frequently black, certain universities have authorized the use of colored 

gowns. The bachelor’s and master’s gowns are fashioned from black serge. The yoke for the bachelor’s 

gown is designed to be worn closed and features long, flowing and pointed sleeves. The master’s gown is 

designed to be worn open or closed. Its sleeves are very long with square ends, and the front part has an 

arc cut away. The arms protrude through a slit at the elbow. The gown for the doctorate has bell-shaped 

sleeves, with velvet facing down the front and on three bars across the sleeves. The facing and crossbars 

of velvet may be of the color distinctive of the field to which the degree pertains.

HOODS
The hood is usually worn only for the master’s and the doctorate. The doctor’s hood is longer than the 

master’s hood and has distinguishing panels. The college or university granting the degree is indicated 

by the color of the hood lining. The velvet trim of the hood indicates the field in which the degree was 

granted; those colors are listed on the next page.

CAPS
The standard cap is the mortarboard, usually the color of the gown. The tassel is black for the 

baccalaureate and master’s degree and is worn over the left front quarter of the cap. The doctoral cap is 

indicated by a tassel of gold thread. Undergraduates wear the tassel on the right side of the cap until the 

moment the degree is conferred.
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COLORS DISTINCTIVE OF THE
DISCIPLINES AND PROFESSIONS

Only a single degree from a single institution should ever be indicated by a single garment. For all academic purposes, including trimmings of 

doctors’ gowns, edgings of hoods, and tassels of caps, the colors associated with the different subjects are as follows: 

Agriculture – Maize
Architecture/Planning – Blue

Arts, Letters, and Humanities – White
Business – Drab

Criminal Justice – Midnight Blue
Chiropractic – Silver

Dentistry – Lilac
Economics – Copper

Education – Light Blue
Engineering – Orange

Fine Arts – Brown
Foreign Affairs – Aquamarine

Forestry – Russet
Journalism – Crimson

Law – Purple
Library Science – Lemon

Medicine – Green
Music – Pink

Nursing – Apricot
Oratory – Silver Gray

Pharmacy – Olive Green

Philosophy – Dark Blue
Physical Education – Sage Green

Psychology – Antique Gold
Public Administration – Peacock Blue

Public Health – Salmon Pink
Science – Golden Yellow 

Social Work/Social Science – Citron
Theology – Scarlet

Veterans – Red, White and Blue 
Veterinary Science – Gray

HONORS DESIGNATIONS
Summa Cum Laude – Gold Stoles
Magna Cum Laude – White Stoles

Cum Laude – Red Stoles
Associate Degree with Distinction – White Cords

Pennsylvania Western University Honors Program – Gold Medallions

PHILANTHROPY RECOGNITION
Pennsylvania Western University Advancement recognizes students who demonstrate their generosity and commitment 
to their alma mater as they transition from student to engaged alumni. To earn this green and gold graduation cord, 
students must participate in their first alumni activity by making a gift through the Clarion Gift Drive. The cord 
symbolizes the important role that our alumni serve in strengthening the university.

PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
Jacqueline Reese Aquilio

Katelyn Leigh Bish

Katelyn Leigh Bish +

Haley Marie Bruns

Iliana Marie Calcamuggio

Logan Thomas Carll

Stella Grace Chierico

Brody Owen Eaker

Ryan Scott Ehlers

Savanna Jo Fink

Lezlee Justine Gomola

Martina Linye Houser

Zane Tucker Huey

Chloe Anne Krarup

Anthony John Marin

Madelynn Dawn McTeer

Ashley Nicole Paulisick

Anthony Jeremiah Rowan

Braden William Smith
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HONORS
The following degree candidates have earned at least 30 credits as undergraduate students of Pennsylvania Western University and 

have attained the following cumulative grade-point averages: summa cum laude, 3.8 to 4.0; magna cum laude, 3.6 to 3.79; and 

cum laude, 3.4 to 3.59. Associate degree candidates graduating With Distinction have earned at least 15 credits as undergraduate 

students of Pennsylvania Western University and have attained a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 3.4.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Mason J. Andres

Jacqueline Reese Aquilio
Daniela Baez Reyes

Melia Claire Baumcratz
Karlee Berchtold

Rylee Nicole Biancuzzo
Macy Lynn Brown
Haley Marie Bruns

Emily Mae Buchleitner
Ryan Ellen Burdge

Abigail Rose Callihan
Lillian Paige Conoway
Lorena A. Cummings

Harini Dasi
Halle Kristine Detwiler
Aaliyah Lexi Dittman

Hailey Elizabeth Dobb
Emma Marie Dorsey

Isaac Owen Dukes
Haley Lynn Fledderjohann

Brunner Rhys Good
Mia Grace Gourley
Emily Rose Grabiak

Andrea E. Gradl
Amya Lee Green

Hannah Grace Hartley

Morgan Danielle Heider
Macey Katherine Hepler

Abigail Rose Himes
Martina Linye Houser

Emily Ann Jamison
Timothy Marcus John

Joslyn Nicole Jurski
Gannon J. Kearney

Katelyn Grace Kennemuth
Olivia Rose Kiser

Danika Elizabeth Klinger
Paige Marie Klingler

Ella May Krauss
William Crawford Krieger

Mariann Dora Lehrian
Morgan J. Lindemuth

Zoe Grace Mack
Anthony John Marin

Annabelle Mae Matzek
Kaine Andrew McFarland

Breanna McKendree
Rossi Lynn McMillen

Madelynn Dawn McTeer
Aaron James Montag

Ashley Nicole Paulisick
Aniya Janai Peterson

Brooke Leigh Peterson
Vy Thi Thao Pham

Benjamin Kade Phillips
Colin Brandt Say

Meah Madelynn Schiberl-Ielase
Caitlin Jessica Schill

Julia Rose Shaw
Olivia Jean Siegel

Payton Sophia Simko
Braden William Smith
Gabriella Lucille Smith

Hailey Lynn Smith
Hannah Smith

Madeline Elizabeth Smith
Jaden Nicole Soika

Adam M. Sroka
Nina Ashley Summerhill

Jeremy Franklin Thomas II
Sarah Touster

Wynter Noelle Troup
Erika Lynn Waldron

Kate Wardlaw
Andrew Wesley Wood
Hannah Jane Zacherl

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Caleigh Michele Aigler

Brandy N. Atwell
Victoria Louise Beichner

Olivia Grace Bellve
Jordan Nicole Best

Natalie Renee Bollinger
Kolina D. Brothers

Tenleigh Gayle Bumbarger

Gretel Elizabeth Burlett
Holly Nicole Buttery

Iliana Marie Calcamuggio
Luna Sofia Vejarano Castellanos

Cierah Madison Ceprish
Cole James Clifton

Rachel Kaitlin Collins
Emma Rose Cuba

Cadince Diette Delaney
Tina Marie Dunkle
Ryan Scott Ehlers

Emily Louise Feigley
Chandler Scott Fescenmyer

Savanna Jo Fink
Cassidy Lynn Fourman

Eliana Renee Fox
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Lezlee Justine Gomola
Keith Fredrick Hamilton

Hailie Lynne Hicks
Leah Lynn Hostetler

Zane Tucker Huey
Clifford Kendall Kinser

Chloe Anne Krarup
Cameron Arthur Lapinto

Sarah Louise Love
Benjamin William Lucarelli 

Darcie Elizabeth Maul
Stettson James McGovern

Zoe Ann Moore
Kendra Ann Nemeth +

Karly Carol Park
Hannah R. Powierza

Daniel Puharic
Anthony Jeremiah Rowan
Mikayla Krisalyn Schott

Chaise E. Siegel
Angela Sheree Specht

Samirah Steward
Madison Maria Stodolak

Easton Kane Toth

Sydney Lynn Updegrave
Lauren Olivia Varsek
Reilly Riggins Walker
Karlee Beth Webster
Dana Mae Wenner

Arielle Grace White +
Chloe Lane Wiant

Alani Rachel Williams
Erika Demi Zimmerman
Dennis Jay Zitzelberger

CUM LAUDE
Kayla Marie Aaron

Grace Catherine Adams
Olivia Jo Anderson

Chloe Arbaugh
Zoey Renee Beck

Kristi Marie Benfield
Aislinn Kaia Bentley
Katelyn Leigh Bish +
Kylie Marie Borello
Logan Thomas Carll
Cate Victoria Collins

Dominic Laurie Cortopassi
Ludrica Louise Crawford

Brody Owen Eaker

Tiffany M. Fair
Derik Robert Fenchak

Ella Gebhardt
Ty A. Guilds

Aubri Lynn Haight
Kayla Marie Harbison +

Gavin Robert Hoover
Skylar Etohsack Jacko
Marcus Paul Johnson
Quinn Andrew Kenny
Dominika Sue Logue

Anthony Thomas Markulin
Loraine Lucille McBride

Caleb Robert Nellis

Trey Stewart Nelson
Kiera Marie Nicodemus
Angelina Kathleen Pepe

Hannah Laura Rose Redwood
Kayleigh Christina Rhoads

Emma Rose Sidelinger
Serena Lauren Smyntek
Michael Joseph Snyder

Amber Kay Thomas
Kara Elizabeth Tilson
Bailey Grace Wise +

Elizabeth Renee Wonderling
Erin McGlynn Woolley

ASSOCIATE DEGREE WITH DISTINCTION
Kayla Anderson

Kristyn West Anderson
Margaret Lillian Aughton
Ruben Alexander Barber-

Hernandez ^
Kate R. Berman

Katelyn Leigh Bish
Heather Jo Brant

Haley Marie Bruns
Luna Sofia Vejarano Castellanos

Nicholas Chaykosky
Joslynn Marie Davis

Kylie Renee Disney
Crue William Etzel

Chandler Scott Fescenmyer
Emily Rose Grabiak

Kayla Marie Harbison
Sarah Jo Harris

Karsten Thomas Kadylak
Cameron Arthur Lapinto
Lauren Nicole McNany
Lakyn Elizabeth Moody

Kirsten Mae Motter
Kyra Brianne Neiswonger

Kendra Ann Nemeth
Briana Lyn Pakstis

Deanna Dawn Schill
Natalie Jean Schwab
Caleb Aiden Stover

Holly L. Szukala
Sarah Touster

Arielle Grace White
Bailey Grace Wise

Elizabeth Renee Wonderling
Mattylyn Yost

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2026
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DOCTORAL DEGREES
DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

Heather Leadbetter
Increasing Anal Cancer Screenings
	 Dr. Emilie Kennedy

GRADUATE DEGREES
MASTER OF ARTS
Traci Karasinski

MASTER OF ARTS TEACHING
Grace Bellotti
LeAnne Sayles

Colleen Tucciarone
Bupe Watson

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Amanda Gregory
Tanner LaBenne

Charles Walters Jr.

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Saige Allen +

Pamela Huffman
David Newcombe
Marissa Rockar
Ashley Slade +

Kassidy Stevenson
Isabella Wolfe

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Kambri Mara Adams

Jason Agens
Madeline Ciancio ^

Carrie Close +
Stefan Paul Valasek Dinus
Sarah Ann Ehrenberger
Kameo Corinna Grasser

Caile Greco
Allison Marie Guzic

Gabriella Nicole Hahka

Torilynne Hetrick
Aubrey Marie Hileman
Savannah Grace Houk
Jozlyn Rae Karichner

Jordan Elizabeth Kosko
Kaelynn Alexis Kuhar

Victoria Rose Martrano
Lauren Elisabeth McGrady

Haili Elizabeth Nassan
Kaitlin Nichols
Kayla D. Page

Maya Victoria Patterson
Austin Sansig

Kayla Lynne Smail
Yliesa Wade
Ethan Wiant

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN LIBRARY SCIENCE
Collin Alekson

Merlin Anderson +
Katherine Avhad-Greenberg ^

Edgar R. Balagtas
Amy Bates

Emily Bearden
Natalie Bennington

Anthony Blount
Sara Bokus

Megan Brown
Morgan Cortez

Carly Dafeldecker
Dan DeDomenico ^

Michelle DeRiggi
Jennifer Donohue

Kara Duffin

^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2025 + Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2026
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Madeleine Duncan
Malachy Egan
Jillian Fulton
Julia Furman
Nina Gaiser

Jasmine Gilling
Lelabari Giwa-Ojuri

Olivia Catherine Yenser Gouck
Dylan Gray

Jaime Hageman
Megan Hammeke

Samantha Heckler-O’Connor
Aaron Hough

Kathryn Jablonski
Christopher Johnson

Jamie Lansberry
Jacob Long

Gina Lusher
John-Michael Maakestad

Alyssa Mackey
Samantha Martz

Samantha McDonald
Alexandra McKenzie

Reilly McMullan
Allison Meyette
Dawn Moriens
Abigail Moul
Anna Myers
Kelly Nagy

Alexander Neason
Ariana Negron ^

Amy Nemetz
Melissa Nunez

Samantha Onley Harden
Lucille Pekovich
Samantha Polito
Lakhisha Riley
Ellen Russell

Lori Sansone ^

Nicole Shouse
Dara Amina Simms

Hayley Simon
Jennifer Sindelar
Laura Slaybaugh

Parker Jason Smith
Lillian Stewart

Sean Strain
Dustin Synan

Ulku Gecgil Tayfur
Megan Taylor

Thomas Tobias
David Troutt

Grace Turnbach
Maxwell Van Cooper ^

Paige Vermeulen ^
Abbey Walker
Mack Werner

Cryslynn Williams
Cyndi Zinger

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Mary Ball

Kimberly Bartsch
Sarah D’Amore
Diane Dalberto

Alexandria Kisiel
Michelle Pellegrino

Taylor Vogt
Daniel Wheeler
Nicole Wilson

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Brittni Adams

Mya Allen
Robert Goril

Delaney McMullen
Courtney Meyer

Brandon Schrader

^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2025
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BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE

Clayton Scott Bashor +
Bryan David Krawick

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Kylie Marie Borello
Haley Marie Bruns
Tine’ Alexis Burden
Logan Thomas Carll

Josie Lyndee Lou Collins
Patrick Kelly Cutchember +

Aaliyah Lexi Dittman
Isaac Owen Dukes
Emilee K. Engles

Derik Robert Fenchak
Brayden William Foster

Evan Mack Giroskey
Anthony Thomas Halpin ^

Michael Martin Kaminski III
Isaac Uluao Kim

Danika Elizabeth Klinger
Zachary Ryan Malek

Katelyn Rae McCandless
Stewart Reis Messer
Jaylin Michael Miller
Caleb Robert Nellis

Emma Elizabeth Peters
Aniya Janai Peterson
Angela Sheree Specht

Reed Allen StClair
Madison Maria Stodolak

Reilly Riggins Walker
Madison Samantha Weyandt

Tamia Nicole Williams
Rebecca N. Young

Hannah Jane Zacherl

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Marceona Brown

Morgan Danielle Heider
Erika Lynn Waldron

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Sara Diane Aaron

Brian Patrick Achmoody
Grace Catherine Adams

John David Altieri Jr
Robert Michael Anderson

Brandy N. Atwell
Melia Claire Baumcratz

Olivia Grace Bellve
Kristi Marie Benfield

Karlee Berchtold
Jordan Nicole Best

Ryleigh Margaret Booher
Connor Booth +

Isaiah James Brisbane
Kolina D. Brothers

Kennedy Morgan Brown
Emily Mae Buchleitner

Iliana Marie Calcamuggio
Abigale Grace Callender

Abigail Rose Callihan
Randolfo Carlo IV

Luna Sofia Vejarano Castellanos
Samantha Ann Chase
Stella Grace Chierico

Krista Brook Clowser +
Marisa N. Colondrillo
Lillian Paige Conoway

Cameron Cornelius Crockett
Emma Rose Cuba

Lorena A. Cummings
Harini Dasi

Liam MacKinnon Dickson
Hailey Elizabeth Dobb
Cassandra V. Dunham

Tina Marie Dunkle
Justice Omari Easter
Connor Joseph Eck

Holt R. Egan
Ryan Scott Ehlers

Tiffany M. Fair

^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2025 + Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2026
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Emily Louise Feigley
Chandler Scott Fescenmyer

Savanna Jo Fink
Haley Lynn Fledderjohann

Madison Taylor Foringer
Ryan Joseph Gallagher

Joel Evan Gardner
Kathryn Elizabeth Gearhart

Brunner Rhys Good
Emily Rose Grabiak

Andrea E. Gradl
Aubri Lynn Haight

Macey Katherine Hepler
Alejandro Herrera Rondon

Hailie Lynne Hicks
Chandler Chien-James Ho

Gavin Robert Hoover
Leah Lynn Hostetler

Zane Tucker Huey
Dagan Michael Hughes

Mason Irwin
Timothy Marcus John
Marcus Paul Johnson

Gannon J. Kearney
Quinn Andrew Kenny

Logan Kent
Peyton Angelique Kieran
Clifford Kendall Kinser

Olivia Rose Kiser
Emmi Nichole Knox
Chloe Anne Krarup

Ella May Krauss
Claire Elise Kriebel +
Griffin William LaRue

Cameron Arthur Lapinto
Madeline B Lasarso

Bria Jo Lewis
Dominika Sue Logue

Ava R. Long
Sarah Louise Love

Benjamin William Lucarelli

Zoe Grace Mack
Patricia Marie Mallough

Kaine Andrew McFarland
Stettson James McGovern

Breanna McKendree
Elaina Lee Mease
Sara Marie Miller

Trey Stewart Nelson
Kiera Marie Nicodemus

Olivia La Chelle Ott
Karly Carol Park

Ashley Nicole Paulisick
Kendon Vidal Peebles
Hannah Joan Peterson
Benjamin Kade Phillips

Hannah R. Powierza
Carmellia Marie Pratt

Daniel Puharic
Simon James Quigley

Stephanie Hazel Ream
Hannah Laura Rose Redwood

Nathan Jacob Reed +
Kayleigh Christina Rhoads

Austin James Robinson
Anthony Jeremiah Rowan

Colin Brandt Say
Caitlin Jessica Schill

Julia Rose Shaw
Sandra Mae Shellgren +

Chaise E. Siegel
Braden William Smith

Hannah Smith
Madeline Elizabeth Smith

Jocelyn Ariana Spencer
Mya Marie Stoddard +

Lilli Kay Stydinger
Sarah Touster

Wynter Noelle Troup
Jaylyn Ann Twitty

Sydney Lynn Updegrave
Delanie Mae Urey

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2026
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Alexis Valencia
Lauren Olivia Varsek

Isaac Jonathan Wagner
Erika Lynn Waldron

Kate Wardlaw
Karlee Beth Webster

Noelle Grace Weichman ~
Dana Mae Wenner

Syncere E. Womack-Newman
Elizabeth Renee Wonderling

Jacob Samuel Young
Dennis Jay Zitzelberger

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Caleigh Michele Aigler
Wesley Arrow ^
Carly Barnett+

Amber Marie Birch
Tenleigh Gayle Bumbarger

Gretel Elizabeth Burlett
Rachel Alexis Carapella
Hayley Margaret Case

Gavin Richard Cote
Katrina Ann Cousins

Jacob M Danka
Makenzie Kiley Desavage

Brycen Alexander Dinkfelt
Brody Owen Eaker

Haley Lynn Fledderjohann
Eliana Renee Fox

Lezlee Justine Gomola
Ty A. Guilds

Keith Fredrick Hamilton
Abigail Rose Himes
Joslyn Nicole Jurski

LaMont Jermaine Lyons Jr.
Anthony Thomas Markulin

Jack C. Martinec
Stephen Earl Martinec

Peyton J. Maurer
Mathew Scott McGregor

Rossi Lynn McMillen
Jadeyn Ashley Michalski

Mason Jeffrey Peck
Isaac Samuel Schleich

Gwen Renee Siegel
Serena Lauren Smyntek

Jacqueline Nicole Sumpman
Sydney M. Taracatac

Jeremy Franklin Thomas II
Ethan Charles VanDyke

Chase David Weimer
Andrew Wesley Wood

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Olivia Jo Anderson

Mason J. Andres
Macee Kay Anway

Jacqueline Reese Aquilio
Zoey Renee Beck

Rylee Nicole Biancuzzo
Natalie Renee Bollinger

Holly Nicole Buttery
Sydney Rae Cardella
Logan Thomas Carll

Cierah Madison Ceprish
Cole James Clifton

Cate Victoria Collins
Cadince Diette Delaney

Emma Marie Dorsey
Rebecca Hope Emigh
Emily Ann Jamison

Katelyn Grace Kennemuth
Paige Marie Klingler

Mariann Dora Lehrian
Anthony John Marin

Annabelle Mae Matzek
Zoe Ann Moore

AshLynn Elizabeth Myers
Camille S. Nagy

Angelina Kathleen Pepe
Emma Elizabeth Peters

~ Students who completed degree requirements during Fall 2025 ^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2025
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Hannah Piper
Olivia Jean Siegel

Gabriella Lucille Smith
Michael Joseph Snyder

Jaden Nicole Soika
Adam M. Sroka

Sage Allen Strotman
David James Stuller III

Nina Ashley Summerhill
Amber Kay Thomas
Chloe Lane Wiant

Alani Rachel Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Kayla Marie Aaron

Chloe Arbaugh
Victoria Louise Beichner

Aislinn Kaia Bentley
Katelyn Leigh Bish +
Nicole Mary Boccella

Macy Lynn Brown
Alison Rebecca Callender

Dominic Laurie Cortopassi
Ludrica Louise Crawford
Halle Kristine Detwiler
Cassidy Lynn Fourman

Ella Gebhardt
Mia Grace Gourley

Amya Lee Green
Kayla Marie Harbison +
Hannah Grace Hartley
Emma Elizabeth Hipps
Martina Linye Houser

Skylar Etohsack Jacko
Aja Talee Jackson
Lydia Muir Knapp

William Crawford Krieger
Morgan J. Lindemuth
Darcie Elizabeth Maul

Morgan Marie McAndrews
Loraine Lucille McBride
Madelynn Dawn McTeer

Aaron James Montag
Kendra Ann Nemeth +
Courtney Marie Ortz

Jenna Nicole Park
Brooke Leigh Peterson

Vy Thi Thao Pham
Anthony Gennaro Piraino~

Meah Madelynn Schiberl-Ielase
Mikayla Krisalyn Schott
Emma Rose Sidelinger
Payton Sophia Simko

Hailey Lynn Smith
Kara Elizabeth Tilson

Easton Kane Toth
Arielle Grace White +
Bailey Grace Wise +

Erin McGlynn Woolley
Erika Demi Zimmerman

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Daniela Baez Reyes
Ryan Ellen Burdge

Rachel Kaitlin Collins
Samirah Steward

+ Students who will complete degree requirements during Summer 2026



19PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation. However, the list of graduates included in the program is 
not intended to be used as an official indication of graduation. The official transcript, issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
sealed and signed by the proper authorities, is conclusive testimony to the possession of a degree.

ASSOCIATE DEGREES
ASSOCIATE IN ARTS

Brandin Anderson

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
Angelina Reed Anderson
Margaret Lillian Aughton

Ruben Alexander Barber-Hernandez ^
Michelle Lee Beers

Shannon Lynn Blake
Haley Marie Bruns
Tine’ Alexis Burden

Luna Sofia Vejarano Castellanos
Stella Grace Chierico

Krista Brook Clowser ^
Kamii Darlan D. Elle Cobbs
Chandler Scott Fescenmyer

Emily Rose Grabiak
Cameron Arthur Lapinto

Olivia La Chelle Ott
Nathan Jacob Reed

Deanna Dawn Schill
Natalie Jean Schwab

Sandra Mae Shellgren
Mya Marie Stoddard
Lilli Kay Stydinger

Zachary Joseph Thorwart
Sarah Touster

Elizabeth Renee Wonderling

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE NURSING
Ashley Renee Ace
Kayla Anderson

Kristyn West Anderson
Brittanie Elizabeth Baker

Kaitlyn Jean Barron
Kate R. Berman

Katelyn Leigh Bish

Heather Jo Brant
McKenna Ashley Broderick

Nicholas Chaykosky
Joslynn Marie Davis

Caidyn Taylor Demchak
Kylie Renee Disney
Paige Leann Dunkle
Crue William Etzel

Bridgette Carin Getz
Savannah Gray

Kayla Marie Harbison
Sarah Jo Harris

Noella Faith Hartzfeld
Karsten Thomas Kadylak
Taylor Michelle Kimble

Regan Elaine Lauer
Lauren Nicole McNany

Emily Grace Miller
Victoria Shaiyenne Miller
Lakyn Elizabeth Moody

Kirsten Mae Motter
Breelyn Sue Muth

Kyra Brianne Neiswonger
Kendra Ann Nemeth
Briana Lyn Pakstis
Elle Elizabeth Platt

KayLea Madaline Powell
Sadie Leann Readmond Mietus

Hailey Nicole Schrecengost
Hannah Nicole Sisco
Caleb Aiden Stover

Holly L. Szukala
Arielle Grace White
Bailey Grace Wise

Mattylyn Yost

^ Students who completed degree requirements during Winter 2025
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PENNSYLVANIA’S STATE SYSTEM
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

CHANCELLOR
Christopher M. Fiorentino, Ph.D.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Cynthia D. Shapira, Ed.D., Board Chair

David M. Maser, Board Vice Chair

Samuel H. Smith, Board Vice Chair

Robert W. Bogle 

Rep. Timothy Briggs

Quintin B. Bullock, DDS

Richard Caruso, BSA

Sen. Lynda Schlegel Culver

Brandon Danz, Ph.D.

William (Bill) A. Gindlesperger

Abigail Hancox 

Sen. Art Haywood

Akbar Hossain, J.D.

Marian D. Moskowitz 

Mark-handy Phanor

Rep. Brad Roae

Carrie Rowe, Ed.D.

Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania

Ali Sina Sharifi

Robert Traynum, Ph.D.

Neil R. Weaver

PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

Jon Anderson, Ph.D.

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
JD Dunbar (Clarion 1977, 1979), Council Chair

Larry Pickett (Clarion 1977), Council Vice Chair

Tyrique Whitson, Council Secretary,
California Student Trustee

Mark Bellini (Edinboro 1979) 

Aiden Dougan, Edinboro Student Trustee

Timothy John, Clarion Student Trustee

Danny Jones (Edinboro 2013)

Patricia (Pat) Kennedy (Edinboro 1985)

Barbara Logue

Commissioner Larry Maggi (California 1979)

Barry Niccolai (California 1993) 

Donna Oberlander (Clarion 1991)

Kathy L. Pape (Edinboro 1975)

Neil R. Weaver (Clarion 2000) 

Mohamed Yamba, Ph.D.

CHANCELLOR, EX-OFFICIO
Christopher M. Fiorentino, Ph.D.
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CABINET
James D. Fisher, J.D., Ph.D.

Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Bettina Sawhill Espe, M.S.
Interim Vice President for

Finance and Administration, CFO

 Susanne Fenske, Ph.D.
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness

and Student Affairs

Darren J. Wagner, MBA
Vice President for Strategic Enrollment Management

James Geiger, MHA
  Vice President for Advancement

  Kelly Repinski, M.S., MHA
  Vice President for Communications and Marketing

PROVOST’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
James D. Fisher, J.D., Ph.D.

Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Robert Mehalik, Ph.D., LPC, NCC
Associate Provost and Graduate Dean

Roger Wolbert, Ph.D.
Interim Associate Provost

Matthew Price, Ph.D.
Interim Associate Provost

Shayne Gervais, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President and University Registrar

Anthony McMullen, MSLS
University Library Director

Mary Paniccia Carden, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Education, Arts and Humanities

Craig Coleman, M.A.
Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences

and Human Services

Jaqueline Knaust, Ph.D.
Interim Dean, Eberly College of Science,

Technology and Business

Josh Domitrovich, D.Ed.
Executive Director, Career Center

Philomena Gill, D.Ed.
Executive Director, Nontraditional Student Support

Jill Loop
Executive Director, Student Success Center
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ALMA MATER

Oh Clarion, dear Clarion, Oh college on the hill
To all the joys of student life, Our hearts will ever thrill,

Your silent winding river, It haunts me still.

Oh Clarion, dear Clarion, We pledge our faith to you,
With everlasting love and loyalty, In everything we do,

To you dear alma mater, We’ll ever be true.

Gladys Rich (1892-1972)



Pennsylvania Western University is committed to providing equal access to all individuals and prohibiting any form of discrimination and 
harassment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, gender 

identity and expression, pregnancy, genetic information, disability, status as a veteran, or any other characteristic prohibited under Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other pertinent 

state and federal laws and regulations. Direct inquiries to the Title IX Coordinator, 423 Becht Hall Clarion Campus 16214-1232; email asalsgiver@
pennwest.edu or phone 814-393-2109. Inquiries may also be directed to the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, Department of Education, 330 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20201.



840 Wood St.,  Clarion PA, 16214   |   PennWest.edu


